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Congratulations to the following Nashoba National Merit Finalists! 
These students were chosen as Finalists based on their outstanding scores on the PSAT 
and their high level of academic achievement. Each of these students will now be 
considered for a National Merit Scholarship. The six students are: 
 Madeline Jenkins    Connie Jiang 
 Samuel Kirschbaum   Joel Sharin 
 Sorin Vatasoiu    Steven Tang 
They should feel very proud of their fine accomplishments, and we congratulate them on this high 
honor! 

20 1 3  Nat i ona l  S ig n i ng  Day  
The first Wednesday of February is designated National Signing Day, which is the first day student
-athletes are able to sign Letters of Intent for Division 1 and 2 colleges and universities. On 
February 6, 2013, five Chieftain student-athletes signed their National Letters of Intent. The first 
Wednesday of February is designated National Signing Day, which is the first day student-athletes 
are able to sign Letters of Intent for Division 1 and 2 colleges and universities. On February 6, 
2013, five Chieftain student-athletes signed their National Letters of Intent during a small signing 
ceremony in the school’s media center surrounded by family, friends, teachers, coaches, and 
administrators. These outstanding student-athletes made their 
college decisions official, as they will continue their athletic 
careers at the collegiate level. 
 
Tori Danby – Bryant University, Field Hockey   
Katie Lombardozzi – Assumption College, Field Hockey 
Zack Hume – University of Maine, Football 
Laura Courtney – Lehigh University, Soccer 
Kim Slade – Northeastern University, Soccer 

N a t i o n a l  M e r i t  S c h o l a r s  

Students will be dismissed early on 
Friday, March 15, 2013, in order for 
their teachers to collaborate and 
communicate around common 
practices in their respective grades 
or content areas.  Teachers 
working with teachers to ensure we 
have consistency across our district 
to ensure parity in accessing the 
curriculum upon entering NRHS.   
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D i s t r i c t  E a r l y  R e l e a s e  V o l u m e  1 ,  I s s u e  4  

Fourth grade student, 

Kristen Bloom, was the 

top winner of a Scholastic 

writing contest for an 

entry submitted to 

Storyworks, a classroom 

magazine publication. 

The entry, a newspaper 

article covering the 

diphtheria crisis of 1925 

in Nome, Alaska, won top 

place in a contest inspired 

by the true story of Balto. 

Balto is best known as the 

infamous Siberian Husky 

sled dog who completed 

the crucial final leg of a 

run transporting life-

saving diphtheria 

antitoxin from Anchorage 

to Nome, Alaska.  

 

Ms. Bloom received a copy 

of The Dogs of Winter by 

Bobbie Pyron from 

Scholastic for winning the 

contest. Ms. Bloom is a 

student in Mrs. Giumette’s 

class and a contributing 

member of the Mary 

Rowlandson Young 

Writer’s Group.  This is 

one of many enrichment 

opportunities run by 

classroom teachers and 

volunteers at Mary 

Rowlandson Elementary 

School.  

F o u r t h  G r a d e r  w i n s  W r i t i n g  C o n t e s t  



Celebrating a big win against 
Wachusetts! 

This is especially important as we begin to get into 
the MCAS testing weeks in March.  Having breakfast 
each of these upcoming days will ensure that the 
brain has enough fuel to remember, respond and 
write coherently. And, of course, we want this to 
happen every day so please get in the habit of making 
sure that your child (of all ages) has well balanced 
breakfast for fueling the body to do great things.   
 

SNACKS 
Please remember to send a healthy snack or two to 
school with your child. Generally, all classes make 
time for or allow a mid-morning snack. Some of the 
elementary grades also 
have an afternoon snack time. Giving your child a 
small, nutritious snack will give them the energy they 
need to keep on going through their day. The health 
office has a limited supply of saltines available to 
supplement a child who may have forgotten a snack. 
(Originally in the Florence Sawyer Newsletter, 
February 1 Edition.) 

BREAKFAST 
Kids Need Their Morning Meal 
Breakfast is the most important meal of the 
day! A child’s growing body and developing brain 
relies heavily on the regular intake of food. When kids 
skip breakfast, they can end up going for long periods 
of time without food and this period of semi-starvation 
can create a lot of 
physical, intellectual, and behavioral problems for 
them. If your child regularly skips breakfast in the 
interest of saving time or getting a few more minutes of 
sleep, remember that eating a wholesome, nutritious 
morning meal will pay off in 
the long run. By recharging their brain and body with a 
healthy breakfast, your child will be prepared to take 
on the challenges of each new day. Interestingly, 
studies show that kids who skip breakfast are tardy and 
absent from school more often than children who eat 
breakfast on a 
regular basis. Preparing a good breakfast can be as 
quick and easy as splashing some milk over cereal. For 
other quick and easy breakfast ideas, go to 
www.kidshealth.org. 
 

B r e a k f a s t :   I t  D o e s  t h e  B o d y  G o o d !  

Unfunded Mandates Get Challenged 
State government must pay 
for alternative education ser-
vices that school districts will 
have to provide for expelled 
or suspended students, Audi-
tor Suzanne Bump concluded 
in an opinion letter released 
Thursday. Bump said a 2012 
law instituting the require-
ment addresses a “legitimate 
need” but also mandates a 
program that will cause 
school systems to face new 
expenses. In a review 
launched at the request of the 
Leverett and Ashburnham-
Westminster school districts, 
Bump determined that Chap-
ter 70 education funds 
granted by the state to local 
school districts fall short of 
meeting the standards of the 
local mandate law. Auditors 
found that if the law was in 
effect today, the state would 
not provide a school district 
with additional funding for 
complying with the law until a 
per student cost exceeded 
$38,916. The law is sched-
uled to take effect July 1, 

2014 and Bump said she 
hoped her opinion would help 
the state Department of Early 
Elementary and Secondary 
Education (DESE) to imple-
ment the law. Bump cited 
DESE statistics indicating 
nearly 31,000 out-of-school 
“exclusions” in 2012 for non-
special education students 
and said the number of stu-
dent suspensions lasting 
more than 10 days has not 
been calculated. A Bump 
spokesperson said the audi-
tor’s office did not have an 
estimate of the amount of 
funding necessary to address 
the unfunded state mandate, 
citing a lack of data needed 
to make that estimate. 
Bump’s Division of Local 
Mandates is responsible for 
determining the local financial 
impact of proposed or exist-
ing state mandates. 

Random Acts of Kindness 

RAK 
In honor of the 26 students and 
staff who lost their lives at Sandy 
Hook Elementary School in De-
cember, the High School 
launched an initiative to have staff 
and students perform Random 
Acts of Kindness for 26 days from 
January until February 
break.  The Random Acts (RAK's) 
are written up on suns and hung 
in the cafeteria.  The effect at the 
high school has been pro-
found.  Some students made a 
video about their RAK's which you 
can view here http://
www.youtube.com/watch?
v=55XZT6AGJ1Q   The kindness 
in the hallways at the high school 
has greatly improved with lots of 
doors being held open and stu-
dents saying hello and allowing 
others to pass. Charities are 
greatly benefiting, like the hat/
mitten drive for WHEAT, the 
Jeans for Teens collection and 
used cell phone collections. But 
we could use some help to reach 
our goal of 2600 RAKs.  How you 
ask?  Several other schools in the 
district have caught wind of the 
initiative and joined in.   In fact the 
high school received over 200 
"suns" filled with RAK's from Lu-
ther Burbank.  If you and your 
students would consider perform-
ing a RAK, it can be recorded on 
the high school home page http://
nrhs.nrsd.net/ under Random Acts 
of Kindness or emailed to Patty 
Nicoll (pnicoll@nrsd.net) who will 
make sure they get put on suns 
and added to the others.  

Our newest team swims 
for a spot in finals. 
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